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At the end of 2020 OPSS welcomed the 
establishment of a Strategic Regulatory 
Network bringing together regulators 
from across London to develop Better 
Business for All (BBfA) programmes 
that cut across regulatory functions.  
 
Supported by the Association of London Environmental Health Managers 
(ALEHM) and London Trading Standards (LTS), we invite all regulators in 
London to get in touch to see how they might get involved.  
 
What is a Strategic Regulatory Network?  
 
Strategic Regulatory Networks (SRN) are in place to develop workstreams to simplify 
the delivery of regulation and contribute to the economic priorities set out by the 
Local Enterprise Partnerships and Growth Hubs.  
 
They are also a way of achieving key outcomes based on Department for Business, 
Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) priorities. SRNs already exist in all other 
regions of England – you may have heard of them talked about in relation to BBfA 
programmes elsewhere.  
 
Through the SRN:  
 

• London would hear about funding opportunities. Last financial year, OPSS 
funded over 25 projects (equating to £250k) to pilot methods to simplify the 
delivery of regulation, in a range of business areas via SRNs.  
 

• Other Government departments use this network to share their funding 
opportunities. The Regulators Pioneer Fund has recently changed to allow local 
authorities to apply for the funding following interest from local regulators through 
the SRN.  

 

• Engage with regulators from across the country to share best practice, reduce 
duplication of effort and gain support and help in a range of areas to add value to 
your regulatory services.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://alehm.org.uk/
http://www.londontradingstandards.org.uk/


Introducing your Strategic Regulatory 
Network Regional Chairs  
 
 

Valerie Simpson  

Chair and Strategic lead for Environmental Health & 
Regulatory Services at Hammersmith and Fulham.  
Valerie has worked in Regulatory Services for over 20 years, 
covering Trading Standards, Environmental Health, Licensing 
and other council services. She hopes to help build a strong 
London SRN and BBfA network “that focuses on improving and 
simplifying the regulation of our diverse businesses and adds 
value to our diverse regulatory workforce”.  
 

 
 
 

Sarah Newman  

Deputy Chair and Environmental Health & Trading 
Standards Business Unit Manager at Southwark.  
Sarah says: “I hope the Network is part of a positive 
contribution to two-way communication between central and 
local government, leading to a comprehensive and holistic 
policy and legislative framework for regulating business. My 
priority is to improve knowledge and compliance in SMEs to 
protect consumers and the local economy.”  
 

 

Getting in touch  
 
Do you have an idea for a project that London could work on and deliver to provide 
opportunities for supporting businesses in your area?  
 
OPSS has some limited funding available for projects to get up and running this 
year.  
 
For those who want to know more about BBfA, SRNs, or to hear more about the 
work we are doing, please: 
 
Contact Valerie Simpson by email at valerie.simpson@lbhf.gov.uk.  

mailto:valerie.simpson@lbhf.gov.uk

